
Drought Tolerant Plants
Plants that are considered drought tolerant tend to originate from Mediterranean dry areas or drier parts of Asia and will 
survive in poor soils and little water once established and are often used in dry areas, gravel gardens, where water access 
is limited or as low maintenance options.  

Generally speaking, plants with small leaves, silver leaves or hairy leaves are good choices for drought tolerant planting.  
Drought tolerant plants will require watering on a regular basis after planting and for the first planting season in order for the 
roots to get established in the soil and for the plant to be more independent.  

A selection of suitable plants is listed here.  
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ALPINE

Sempervivum House Leeks 

BULB

Allium  Ornamental Onion 

Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley 

Cyclamen hederifolium Ivy-Leaved Cyclamen 

Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop

CLIMBER

Campsis  Trumpet Vine 

Hedera Ivy 

Jasminum Jasmine 

Passiflora Passion Flower 

Solanum crispum Potato Vine 

Trachelospermum Star Jasmine

CLIMBER/SHRUB

Fatshedera Tree Ivy

Garrya Silk Tassel Bush

CONIFER

Cupressus Arizona Cypress

Juniperus Juniper 

Pinus Pine 

FERN

Asplenium scolopendrium Hart’s Tongue Fern 

Dryopteris filix-mas 
‘Cristata’

Male Fern 

Polypodium vulgare Common Polypody Fern 

Polystichum setiferum Soft Shield fern 

Woodwardia fimbriata Chain Fern 

GRASS

Brizia Quaking Grass 

Cortaderia Pampas Grass 

Deschampsia Tufted Hairgrass

Festuca  Fescue 

Hakonechloa macra Japanese Forest Grass

Helictotrichon Blue Oat Grass 

Leymus Lyme Grass

Panicum Switch Grass 

Pennisetum Fountain Grass 

Sesleria Autumn Moor Grass 

Stipa Mexican Feather Grass 

HEDGING

Griselinia New Zealand Privet 

HERB

Salvia Sage 
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HERBACEOUS 

Acanthus Bear’s Britches 

Achillea Yarrow

Agapanthus 
- deciduous types 

African Lily 

Agastache Giant Hyssop

Alcea Hollyhock 

Alchemilla Lady’s Mantle 

Amsonia Blue Star 

Artemisia Wormwood

Aspidistra Cast Iron Plant 

Baptisia Blue false Indigo 

Bergenia Elephant’s Ears 

Centaurea Knapweed

Coreopsis Tickseed

Crambe  Sea Kale 

Crocosmia Montbretia

Dianella  Flax Lily 

Dianthus  Pink.  Carnation 

Echinacea Cone Flower 

Echinops Globe Thistle 

Echium Pride of Madeira 

Epimedium Bishop’s Hat 

Erigeron Mexican Fleabane 

Eryngium Sea Holly 

Euphorbia Spurge 

Foeniculum Fennel 

Gaura Wandflower

Geranium - herbaceous Hardy Geranium 

Geum  Geum 

Gypsophila Baby’s Breath 

Helenium Sneezeweed

Heuchera Coral Bells 

Hylotelephium / Sedum Sedum.  Ice Plant 

Iris - bearded Bearded Iris 

Knautia Scabious 

Kniphofia Red Hot Poker 

Libertia Libertia 

Lychnis coronaria Rose Campion 

HERBACEOUS continued

Nepeta  Catmint 

Oenthera Evening Primrose

Osteospermum African Daisy 

Papaver Poppy 

Phlox Garden Phlox 

Salvia  Woodland Sage 

Scabiosa Pincushion 

Sedum / Hylotelephium Sedum.  Ice Plant

Senecio Sea Cabbage 

Stachys Lamb’s Ears 

Verbascum  Mullein 

Verbena Purple Top 

Veronicastrum Culver’s Root 

PALM

Chamaerops Mediterranean Dwarf Palm 

Trachycarpus Chusan Palm 

SHRUB

Abelia Glossy Abelia 

Brachyglottis Senecio 

Buddleja Butterfly Bush 

Caryopteris  Bluebeard 

Ceanothus California Lilac 

Ceratostigma Blue Flowered Leadwort 

Choisya  Mexican Orange Blossom 

Cistus  Rock Rose

Coprosma New Zealand Laurel 

Cordyline  Cabbage Tree

Cytisus  Common Broom 

Dasylirion Desert Spoon 

Diervilla  Bush Honeysuckle 
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SHRUB continued

Erysimum Perennial Wallflower

Forsythia Golden Bells 

Fremontodendron Fremontia 

Genista Broom 

Hebe Veronica

Hibiscus Common Hibiscus 

Hypericum Rose of Sharon 

Lavandula Lavender 

Mahonia  Oregon Grape 

Myrtus Common Myrtle 

Nandina Heavenly Bamboo

Perovskia Russian Sage 

Philadelphus Common Mock Orange 

Phlomis Turkish Sage 

Potentilla Shrubby Cinquefoil 

Teucrium fruticans Shrubby Germander 

Ugni Chilean Guava 

Vitex agnus-castus Chasteberry 

Yucca Adam’s Needle 

Phormium New Zealand Flax

Convolvulus Shrubby Bindweed

Chaenomeles Japanese Quince

Corokia Wire Netting Bush 

Euonymus fortunei Evergreen Bittersweet 

Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle 

SHRUB/HEDGING/SCREENING

Berberis  Barberry 

Buxus  Box 

Elaeagnus  
Thorny Olive.  
Spiny Oleaster 

Euonymus microphyllus  Small Leaf Euonymus

Olearia Tree Daisy 

Pittosporum  
Australian Laurel/ 
Japanese Pittosporum 

Taxus baccata Yew

Santolina Cotton Lavender 

SHRUB/HERB

Rosmarinus Rosemary 

Thymus Thyme 

SUCCULENT

Aeonium Tree Houseleek 

Agave Century Plant 

Aloe  Torch Plant 

Mangave Mangave 

TREE

Acacia  Mimosa / Silver Wattle 

Cercis siliquastrum  Judas Tree

Lagerstroemia Cape Myrtle 

Liquidambar    Sweetgum  

Tamarix Salt Cedar 

TREE/SHRUB

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree 
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