
Trees with 
Ornamental Bark or Stems
Trees add another dimension to a garden with flowers, foliage and berries.  Colourful bark is another dimension that can add interest 

in the winter months when they will stand out in the winter sun and also be a feature in the summer when in growth.  

Trees with ornamental bark really come to the forefront when underplanted with spring flowering bulbs or shrubs that also have 

ornamental stem colour.

We have selected some excellent choices for adding that extra dimension in the winter months.  

LATIN NAME COMMON NAME BARK COLOUR HEIGHT 

Acer davidii Snake Bark Maple Green and white striped bark 6m

Acer griseum Paper Bark Maple Cinnamon coloured peeling bark 3-5m

Acer groseseri hersii Snake Bark Maple Distinctive green and white striated bark 4-6m

Acer palmatum ‘Bi-Ho’ Japanese Maple ’Bi-Ho’ Golden-yellow bark 2m

Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’ Coral Bark Maple Lovely young coral red stems 5m

Acer pensylvanicum Moosewood Maple Green and white striped bark 8m

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree Rough red-brown bark 6m

Arbutus x andrachnoides Hybrid Strawberry Tree Peeling cinnamon brown bark and stems 6m

Betula albosinensis 
’Fascination’

Chinese Red Birch Deep orange peeling bark 12m

Betula ermanii 
‘Hakkoda Orange’

Erman’s Birch 
‘Hakkoda Orange’ 

Smooth cream-orange peeling bark 12m

Betula nigra ’Black Star’ River Birch ’Black Star’ Flaking light brown bark 4-6m

Betula nigra 
’Summer Cascade’

River Birch 
’Summer Cascade’

Pink flaking bark 6m

Betula papyrifera Paper Bark Birch White peeling bark, orange underneath 15m

Betula ‘Royal Frost’ Birch ’Royal Frost’ Cinnamon to white bark 8m

Betula utilis jacquemontii Himalayan Birch Popular choice.  White stem 20m

Broussonetia papyrifera Paper Mulberry Horizontal stripes of reddish brown 10m

Corylus colurna Turkish Hazel Attractive corky bark 20m

Eucalyptus gunnii Cider Gum Flaking grey, cream and green bark 25m
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Trees with 
Ornamental Bark or Stems

LATIN NAME COMMON NAME BARK COLOUR HEIGHT 

Eucalyptus pauciflora 
niphophila

Alpine Snow Gum Flaking grey, cream and green bark 8m

Lagerstroemia indica Crepe Myrtle Peeling brown, grey and cinnamon bark 3-7m

Liquidambar sty. ’Gum Ball’ Sweet Gum ’Gum Ball’ Deeply ridged corky bark 4m

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet Gum Deeply ridged corky bark 15m

Olea europaea Olive 
Older specimens have distorted heavily 
ridged bark 

N/A

Parrotia persica Persian Ironwood
Smooth bark that exfoliates to reveal 
cream, green and yellow patches

5m

Platanus x hispanica London Plane Mottled bark of brown and cream patches 15m

Prunus maackii 
’Amber Beauty’

Manchurian Cherry 
’Amber Beauty’

Shiny golden-brown bark 10m

Prunus serrula Tibetan Cherry Wonderful shiny coppery coloured bark 12m

Salix alba White Willow Deeply grooved bark with green stems 25m

Salix alba ’Tristis’ Weeping Willow Golden yellow branches 7m

Salix babylonica ‘Aurea’ Golden Weeping Willow Golden stems 12m

Stewartia pseudocamellia Japanese Stewartia
Peeling bark revealing cream and brown 
bark beneath 

18m

Styrax japonicus Snowbell Tree Splitting bark reveals orange bark beneath 10m

Tilia cordata ’Winter Orange’ 
Small-leaved Lime 
’Winter Orange’

Orange-red stems 10-15m
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